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first the finest and so progressively to the E, the coarsest; but it now perpe-
tually happens that there is not that regard to the letters which there should
be, and which was formerly, it being very common to have many of the
bales of the fine letters coarser than those of the inferior letters and some D
and E finer than B and C."14S One Richard Wilder, a silk expert, was sent
by the Court from England to instruct the silk winders so that such com-
plaints did not recur.
Different varieties of silk, which were generally known by the place of
their origin, are referred to in the correspondence: Rangpur, Kumarkhali,
Radhanagar, Guzarat, etc. Sometimes descriptions such as Novemberbund
Sortment are used to indicate the period of winding on which depended the
quality of the silk produced. As regards cotton goods there were the dorias9
tanzebs, kashidas, sannoes, baftasy etc. Cotton goods received from Dacca
and Lakshmipur in 1758 and 1759 were regarded as "extremely good",
while those received from Patna as of a "very inferior quality". Both cotton
and silk goods received from Cossimbazar, Kumarkhali and Radhanagar were
of high quality. It is mentioned that silk goods known as rumali, ihilmili
and saifur "were very good and superior".146 Radhanagar silk was strong
and even and was expected to make an impression in Europe,147
Besides cotton and silk goods, there are frequent references to the supply
of stick-lac, red-wood and opium, the latter intended for the China market.148
Saltpetre was one of the most important articles of investment as it was
needed for manufacturing gunpowder. At the beginning of the period under
review, Khwajah Wajid held the monopoly, the entire quantity of saltpetre
being obtained from Bihar. In 1756 the Dutch had tried to purchase the
monopoly but had failed. The Fort William Council was anxious to secure
the monopoly, because of the importance of the article, and the great
demand for it both from the other Presidencies and the Court of Directors,
the latter being, under the terms of the Charter, required to supply 500 tons
of saltpetre every year to the British Government.149 During the Patna
expedition of Mir Jafar (December 1757 to July 1758), Clive took advantage
of the prevailing circumstances and persuaded the Nawab to grant the mono-
poly to the Company in perpetuity. On their success in obtaining the mono-
poly the Fort William Council wrote, "We have reason to believe that nothing
but his fear of the English, and the assistance he might have occasion to
demand of us in case of any exigency, induced him to comply with our
petition for that grant." Under the terms of the agreement the Company
was to pay annually Rs. 15,000 to the Nawab and Rs. 10,000 to Ramnarayan,
and also deliver every year 20,000 maunds of saltpetre to the Nawab for his
own use,150
Large quantities of saltpetre were regularly supplied to Madras and
Bombay and also to England.151 The importance of this article in the
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